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BY KELLY STARKEY
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Sigma Sigma 
Sigma sorority hosted its third annual 
Rockin’ for Robbie benefit concert 
Wednesday night. 
“We had our annual Rockin’ for 
Robbie event to raise money for our 
philanthropy,” said Laura Hatfield, 
president of  Sigma Sigma Sigma. “Last 
year, we raised thousands of  dollars for 
our philanthropy and this is just one of  
many events that we do for our philan-
thropy each school year.”
Tickets cost $2 in advance or $5 at the 
door and all of  the proceeds went to the 
foundation. 
Overall, more than 100 students at-
tended the event. 
“We raised around $350 for our 
philanthropy,” said Ashleigh Dan-
iel, foundation chair for Sigma Sigma 
Sigma. 
BY RACHEL HUNTER
THE PARTHENON
A world-renowned jazz 
musician gave a perfor-
mance for students and 
faculty members Wednes-
day evening on Marshall’s 
campus.
Harry Watters, United 
States Army trombonist 
and jazz trombone teacher 
at George Mason Univer-
sity, performed in the Jomie 
Jazz forum Wednesday.
The event was a part of  
the Jomie Jazz visiting art-
ist series.
“Harry Watters is one 
of  the preeminent jazz 
trombonists around to-
day,” said Andy Necessary, 
trombone instructor for 
Marshall’s jazz studies 
music department. “He’s 
just a phenomenal player 
in technique, musicality 
and lyricism… he’s just a 
fantastic player.”
“He’s a brilliant trom-
bonist, really world-class,” 
said Sean Parsons, associ-
ate professor of  music and 
jazz studies at Marshall 
and organizer of  the event. 
During the performance, 
Watters performed origi-
nal pieces, as well as jazz 
standards. Watters also 
shared the stage with Mar-
shall music students and 
professor Sean Parsons. 
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THE PARTHENON
When explaining a par-
ticularly difficult concept, 
the phrase “its not rocket 
science” is often thrown 
around.
For one Marshall professor, 
however, it is rocket science. 
Thomas Wilson, associ-
ate professor in the physics 
department, recently won 
a research grant to help 
improve the propulsion sys-
tems used by NASA for deep 
space missions. 
“It’s to do some 
measurements to see if  we 
can give them an estimate 
of  how much erosion will 
occur in the walls of  certain 
types of  rockets called Hall 
Thrusters,” Wilson said.   
The grant is worth 
$479,000 over three years. 
The project is a part 
of  the Experimental 
Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research, 
a program set up by the 
National Science Foun-
dation, which according 
to the NSF, is designed 
Physics professor wins NASA grant
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MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Conner Newberry performs vocals for his band, 
Silence the Ocean, as part of the Rockin’ for 
Robbie benefit concert Wednesday.
BY EDEN ADKINS
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University 
Theta Omicron Chapter 
of  Alpha Tau Omega fra-
ternity are trying to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
Huntington City Mission 
through the event, “ATO 
goes homeless.” 
To simulate the experience 
of  the living without a home, 
the fraternity built a shelter 
from cardboard boxes. The 
structure is located outside 
the Memorial Student Cen-
ter, and each member of  the 
fraternity has volunteered 
to spend one night sleeping 
under the shelter. 
“I slept in the shelter 
Monday night, and it was 
so cold,” said Andrew Fro-
bel, ATO public relations 
chairman. “It gave me 
an appreciation of  what I 
have.”
Frobel said the experience 
made him sympathize with 
the homeless in the cold 
winter months.
Members of  the fraternity 
have been stationed at the 
cardboard shelter accept-
ing donations for the city 
mission since 6 a.m. Mon-
day. The effort will continue 
until 6 p.m. Thursday. 
The donations will be 
used by the city mission to 
provide shelter, food and 
blankets for homeless peo-
ple in the Huntington area, 
Frobel said.
Frobel said each ATO 
chapter in the nation partic-
ipates in an annual event to 
benefit the homeless, though 
he is not aware of  any other 
chapter that participates in 
an event like this one. 
“I feel like this event 
makes us put ourselves in 
the position of  the home-
less and gives us an idea of  
the way they feel everyday,” 
said Brian Rice, sophomore 
criminal justice major. “It is 
a worthwhile experience for 
our chapter and for the city 
mission.” 
Fraternity goes homeless for a cause
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Sigma Sigma Sigma hosts benefit concert
BRANDON ANICICH | THE PARTHENON
Thomas Wilson, associate professor in the physics department, talks 
about his laboratory research Wednesday. For his research, Wilson won 
a grant worth approximately $479,000 over a three-year span.  
BY NIKKI DOTSON
THE PARTHENON
The College of  Liberal 
Arts adopted a new sexuality 
studies minor this semester.
The minor requires 15 
credit hours and can ac-
company any major in the 
college. 
David Pittenger, dean of  
the college, said he thinks 
the additional option for 
students is relevant for un-
derstanding society.
“Different parts of  the 
world still have rather re-
stricted notions of  how 
people can behave and the 
role that different individu-
als can have in society,” 
Pittenger said. “I think this is 
a part of  what sexuality stud-
ies is all about. We can look 
at this topic from a number 
of  different perspectives.”
A required class for the 
minor is introduction to sex-
uality studies, and is taught 
every other year.
 “It covers how sexuality is 
constructed and understood 
over place and time,” said 
Shawn Schulenburg, profes-
sor of  the class. “Sexuality 
studies are approached from 
looking at sexuality as a so-
cial structure.” 
Violetta Caruthers, soph-
omore psychology major, 
is currently enrolled in the 
class.
“It’s a very fun atmo-
sphere,” Caruthers said. “I 
would definitely recommend 
it to others.  I may look fur-
ther into this area of  study 
myself  because it is very 
interesting.”
The class will feature guest 
speakers, and different pro-
fessors teaching the class.
“It’s actually a cool, if  
complex, class because 
many of  the professors who 
are associated with sexuality 
studies kind of  sub in for in-
dividual days,” said Eric Del 
Chrol, chair of  the minor. 
“You don’t get just one pro-
fessor’s take on it–you get a 
bunch of  them.” 
Additional classes include: 
ANT 481/451: Gender and 
the Body, CL 320: Love and 
Friendship in Ancient Greek 
and Roman Literature and 
ENG 481/581: Queer Theory.
One of  the courses taken 
to achieve the minor must 
be involved with the body, 
three credits must be above 
the 200 level and nine credits 
must be taken on Marshall’s 
campus.
“Sexuality is such an es-
sential component of  human 
life that I think most of  us 
just think we understand it 
without thinking too hard 
about it,” Chrol said. “Our 
courses cover a range of  dif-
ferent ways of  approaching 
the topic of  sexuality.”
The program has seven 
students participating in the 
minor this semester.
Nikki Dotson can be 
contacted at dotson76@
marshall.edu.
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Sexuality is such an essential 
component of human life that 
I think most of us just think we 
understand it without thinking too 
hard about it.”
> ERIC DEL CHROL
WMUL-FM 88.1 is seeking 
applications for spring 2012
Positions include:
• News director
• Sports director
• Music director
• Production director
• Promotions director
• Continuity director
• Online director
• Traffic director
• Training coordinator
• Programming coordinator
• Automation coordinator
Deadline to apply is Nov. 18. 
Interviews Nov. 28 - Dec. 2. 
For job descriptions and applications contact 
Leannda Carey at 304-696-2295 or carey33@marshall.edu. 
Applications can be obtained in the WMUL-FM 
staff room - Second Floor, Communications Building.
WMUL is an Equal Opportunity Student Activity.
welcomes applications for spring 2012 editors
Available positions:
Executive Editor
Managing Editor
News Editor
Life! Editor
Sports Editor
Photo Editor 
Copy Editor 
Assignment Editor
Photographer 
Columnist
Application deadline is Friday, Nov. 18 at 4 p.m.
Applications are available in The Parthenon newsroom, Communications Building 109.
For more information, contact Sandy York at 304-696-2273 or sandy.york@marshall.edu.
The Parthenon is an Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer and welcomes diversity. 
BY PERRI SHELDON
THE PARTHENON
Students at Marshall Uni-
versity have the opportunity 
to visit Paris for eight days 
beginning May 14, 2012.
The trip is being led by 
Professor Mary Stiles of  the 
French department. Stiles 
said students should act fast 
if  they plan on going.
The cost for each student 
is $3,000, which includes 
travel, hotel and entrance to 
tours. This will also include 
breakfasts and dinner on the 
day of  arrival and departure.
The group will tour many 
well-known sites in the city.
“We will go to the Notre 
Dame Cathedral, Versailles, 
the Louvre and of  course the 
Eiffel Tower,” Stiles said.
The Louvre is an art mu-
seum that was founded in 
1973 and houses a collection, 
which includes works such 
as the Mona Lisa, the Venus 
de Milo and the Victory of  
Samothrace. 
Versailles is a histori-
cal site, which was home to 
Louis XIV and Marie-Antoi-
nette. The grounds include a 
palace that has been hailed 
as one of  the most beauti-
ful achievements of  the 18th 
Century, a garden the Grand 
Trianon and Marie-Antoi-
nette’s personal estate. 
There are also other at-
tractions that students might 
visit on their trip.
“If  it’s not flooded, the 
Catacombs (an underground 
ossuary) is an interesting 
place to visit, as well as the 
Gallery Lafayette,” Stiles 
said.
The Gallery Lafayette is a 
large department store that 
sells French designer label 
merchandise. 
Students are also welcome 
to attend Sunday Mass at 
the historical Notre Dame 
Cathedral.
Most tours are in the 
morning, so students will 
have evenings free to do 
whatever they choose.
“As long as they are ready 
for tours at 8:30 a.m., they 
can do whatever they like in 
the evenings,” Stiles said.
All Marshall students 
can take part in the trip re-
gardless of  their major or 
knowledge of  the French lan-
guage, Stiles said.
Stiles said Jan. 31, 2012 is 
the deadline for students to 
inform her that they are at-
tending the trip.
Students have the option 
of  paying their $3,000 bal-
ance on a monthly payment 
plan that is due by the mid-
dle of  April or submit their 
full payment by Feb.15.
For more information 
about the trip contact Stiles 
at bryson1@marshall.edu.
Perri Sheldon can be 
contacted at sheldon3@
marshall.edu.
Paris trip scheduled for May 2012
Sexual studies minor adopted by COLA
BY MELODY FITZGERALD
THE PARTHENON
Herd4Christ is hosting a 
clothing giveaway from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday.
“It’s a clothing drive to 
provide those in our com-
munity who may not have 
enough warm clothes for 
the cold weather with warm 
clothes and blankets,” said 
Lindsey Hager, sophomore 
elementary education: K-6 
plus special education ma-
jor from Hurricane, W. Va.
The event will take place at 
the 26th St. Church of  Christ 
building on the corner of  
First Avenue and 26th Street 
in Huntington. Herd4Christ 
has a clothing giveaway each 
semester. Clothing will be 
available for all ages.
“We have the church 
bring in clothing, blankets, 
shoes, household items, 
etc.,” said Casey Benson, 
senior graphic design and 
photography major from 
Parkersburg, W.Va. “Then 
the day before, Herd4Christ 
prepares by sorting the 
clothing by gender and size.”
Herd4Christ was able to 
assist more than 140 indi-
viduals during a similar 
clothing giveaway last Octo-
ber. The group hopes to help 
more people this semester.
“I’ve prepared for the 
event by going through my 
clothes and shoes to see 
what no longer fits or I never 
wear and putting them in a 
bag,” Benson said. “This is 
actually pretty much a con-
tinual thing throughout the 
year because I always know 
there’s going to be a clothing 
drive.”
Herd4Christ students 
have advertised, organized 
and planned the clothing 
giveaway, and they will staff  
the actual event.
“This event means a lot to 
me because it’s really eye-
opening to see all those in 
our community who don’t 
have enough,” Hager said. 
“It is also great to know that 
I am playing a part in help-
ing them.”
On Friday Herd4Christ 
willsort through all the 
clothes and prepare all of  
the final details.
“This event means a lot 
to me because, as a Chris-
tian: We have to take care 
of  a person’s physical needs 
before we can even think 
about their spiritual needs, 
and this gives us that op-
portunity,” Benson said. “I 
have seen people come in 
and take bags full of  cloth-
ing, and it feels good to know 
that you’ve helped someone 
out.”
Melody Fitzgerald can be 
contacted at fitzgerald19@
marshall.edu. 
BY KATIE OLSZESKI
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University 
hosted an educational toler-
ance program titled “Tunnel 
of  Oppression” Wednesday 
evening. 
“Tunnel of  Oppres-
sion” is a program used 
across the nation at various 
universities to raise aware-
ness of  oppression and 
discrimination. 
The program was in the 
Frances-Booth Experimen-
tal Theater in the Joan C. 
Edwards playhouse. As a 
total for the three different 
show times, approximately 
160 students attended the 
program. 
The program consisted of  
videos and skits. Seven is-
sues were addressed using a 
skit and video to talk about 
each one. All of  the actors 
in the skits were Marshall 
students involved in stu-
dent organizations.
The videos and skits cov-
ered topics including body 
image stereotypes, Muslim 
fear and intolerance, gay, 
lesbian and transgender 
intolerance, autism intol-
erance, racial targeting and 
stereotypes, international 
student intolerance and re-
lationship violence.
In the video regarding 
body image stereotypes, it 
was estimated that 7 mil-
lion girls in the United 
States suffer from eating 
disorders, 1 million men 
suffer from an eating dis-
order and approximately 
$40 billion are spent an-
nually within the diet and 
weight loss industry. Three 
students acted out a skit 
in which a male student 
verbally attacked a female 
student about her body 
weight, telling her “she 
needed to go to the gym” 
and that she was “fat and 
ugly.” 
Kourtney Hughes, soph-
omore psychology major 
and member of  the Mar-
shall track and field team, 
said she found the produc-
tion extremely moving and 
one of  the best she had 
been to at Marshall. 
“It was very inspiring 
because my whole life, 
I’ve dealt with weight is-
sues, until my junior year,” 
Hughes said. “I speak na-
tionally against bullying, 
and this is something I was 
overwhelmed with.”
J.R. Harris, student 
counselor who works with 
student support services 
on Marshall’s campus, was 
present to talk to the stu-
dents after the program. 
He said that silence involv-
ing important issues such 
as those addressed is a 
killer. 
“If  you see a friend strug-
gling with one of  these 
issues say something,” 
Harris said. “Asking your 
friends and talking to them 
is one of  the best preven-
tion tools you have. Don’t be 
afraid to say something.”
Katie Olszeski can be 
contacted at olszeski@
live.marshall.edu.
‘Tunnel of Oppression’ raises awareness of oppression, discrimination
Asking your friends and talking 
to them is one of the best 
prevention tools you have. Don’t 
be afraid to say something.”
> J.R. HARRIS
Herd4Christ to host clothing giveaway
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Letter from Coach Herrion 
JAKE SNYDER|THE PARTHENON
Head Coach Tom Herrion enters into his second season 
with the Thundering Herd basketball program. Last 
year, Herrion racked up 22 wins including six against 
RPI top 100 teams. Prior to becoming the Herd’s head 
coach, Herrion was the head coach at the College of 
Charleston from 2002 to 2006. He then became the 
associate head coach at the University of Pittsburgh. 
Herrion grabbed his 100th victory last year when the 
Herd beat SMU in February.
By Jerry Zgoda
STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS 
(MCT)
MINNEAPOLIS—Six 
thousand miles from home 
and perhaps even farther 
yet from his first NBA game, 
Timberwolves guard Ricky 
Rubio has prepped in Los 
Angeles for his new life and 
new league by scrimmaging 
with Kevin Garnett and 
Paul Pierce by day and — at 
least just once — visiting 
the city’s freak shows by 
night.
“I like to lead a normal 
life,” the 21-year-old from 
Spain said in a telephone 
interview from L.A. on an 
unusual rainy Friday af-
ternoon, “but I went to 
Hollywood Boulevard for 
Halloween and everybody 
was dressing up and it was 
fun. It was amazing all the 
people that were there. I re-
ally liked it.”
He left Barcelona and 
the Euroleague far behind 
and arrived in California 
last month to train twice 
a day and play pickup ball 
with athletes he will call 
opponents whenever this 
lengthening NBA lockout 
ends.
“The best thing I can do 
is come here, play with the 
guys who are playing in the 
NBA and be ready when 
the league starts,” he said. 
“The best thing I can do is 
see them play. In the end, 
it’s basketball, you know? 
But it’s different than Eu-
rope. I needed to come here 
so I can feel and I can see 
and I can watch how to 
play.”
And so Rubio has worked 
with renowned NBA trainer 
Joe Abunassar and practiced 
daily with a rotating lineup 
of  players such as Garnett, 
Pierce, Danny Granger, 
Joakim Noah, Shawn Mar-
ion, Nick Young and fellow 
rookie Enes Kanter, among 
many others.
Nearly two years after 
he was drafted fifth overall 
in 2009, Rubio signed with 
the Wolves in May under 
terms of  the NBA’s last la-
bor agreement rather than 
risk what the new one will 
look like.
He agreed to a rookie 
contract scheduled to pay 
him nearly $3.5 million this 
next season and decided 
to leave home last month, 
rather than stay to train or 
perhaps re-sign with Re-
gal Barcelona or another 
Spanish team until a labor 
lockout that now is threat-
ening to turn really ugly 
ends.
“Of  course, I miss Barce-
lona, but I need that change 
because I lived there all my 
life, for 20 years,” he said. 
“I appreciate all the things 
that are in Barcelona, but 
really I need a change and I 
want to do it big here. I’m 
only here in L.A. for who 
knows, maybe one more 
week, maybe one more 
month (until the lockout 
ends)? I don’t know.
“I think change is good. 
My friends from before, my 
family, all the things I left 
at home, that change will 
make me grow and make 
me feel I’m good enough, 
feel I am ready.”
His father has visited 
him in Los Angeles, and his 
mother arrives next week. 
He’ll also return to Minne-
sota in the next few weeks 
to search for a place to live.
It will be his first time 
back since he was intro-
duced at a Target Center 
news conference in June. 
During his week here, he 
played ball with new team-
mates Kevin Love, Michael 
Beasley, Derrick Williams, 
Wes Johnson, Anthony Ran-
dolph, Martell Webster and 
others for the first time.
“I really like I what I see,” 
he said. “There are a lot of  
players almost the same age 
as me. I see the team grow-
ing up together. I can think 
we can improve a lot. There 
is a lot of  talent there. My 
first two days there, I was 
with Anthony Randolph and 
it was amazing throwing 
him the ball. He would 
catch no matter where you 
passed. From a bad pass, he 
make an assist.
“That will help me play 
well. I am a point guard. My 
goal is to get all five players 
playing the same way, play-
ing together to make them 
all better. That’s what I can 
do.”
The last time he visited, 
Minneapolis was leafy 
green and warm.
The next time?
“I know the weather 
won’t be like that when I go 
back,” Rubio said. “I love 
the place. The people are 
so nice. I talk with KG, too, 
and he talked to me great 
things about Minnesota. He 
said the crowd cheers very 
hard for the team. They love 
the sport. We have to fight 
to give them what they are 
waiting for us to do, to win.
“I’m from Barcelona and 
now I’m in California, so 
Minnesota will be a big 
change. In the end, you have 
your house and you have 
the skywalks to go through, 
so that will make it easier 
for me. I have seen snow 
before: For a week in the 
mountains, but for no more 
than a week.
“But I’m ready, ready to 
get started, ready to make 
my dream come true. It 
doesn’t matter the weather. 
In the beginning, it will be 
funny. In the end, it will be 
hard.”
BRUCE BISPING|MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE/MCT
Ricky Rubio, newest member of the Minnesota Timberwolves, holds his jersey during a press conference with 
David Kahn, president of basketball operations on June 21 in Minneapolis, Minn. 
Ricky Rubio says he’s ready to get started
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         C-USA          Overall
EAST DIVISION W L W L
Southern Miss 3 1 7 1
East Carolina 3 1 4 4
Marshall 3 2 4 5
UCF 2 2 4 4
Memphis 1 4 2 7
UAB 1 4 1 7
         C-USA          Overall
WEST DIVISION W L W L
Houston 4 0 8 0
Tulsa 4 0 5 3
SMU 3 2 5 3
UTEP 1 3 4 4
Rice 1 4 2 6
Tulane 1 4 2 7
FOOTBALL 
STANDINGS
WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com, click on the OPINION 
link in the navigation bar to write a letter to the editor, 
and let your voice be heard.
?
BY THE DAILY FREE PRESS EDITORIAL BOARD
THE DAILY FREE, BOSTON U. VIA UWIRE
Michelle Duggar of  the popular TLC real-
ity television show “19 Kids and Counting” 
announced yesterday that she is pregnant with 
her 20th child at 45 years old. Since then, 
Duggar has been featured on the TODAY 
show, as well as every major news outlet both 
online and on television with her big news.
As Duggar discusses her trimesters and 
maternity clothes, one must wonder what 
American media has come to. How has the 
public eye deemed it appropriate, nay, neces-
sary that Duggar fi l l  a headline next to new 
news of  stroke prevention surgery and court 
rulings about federal health care?
First, Kim Kardashian gets married and the 
world stops, resuming rotation only brief ly 
before her subsequent hasty divorce. Gossip 
forums are fraught with completely serious 
arguments about Kim Kardashian’s personal 
morality and the logistics of  Michelle Dug-
gar’s 20th pregnancy. It is as though the 
media harbors an unhealthy obsession with 
the bizarre, and so society’s anomalies become 
pillars of  culture and news interest, rising out 
of  the crumbled ruins of  stories with integrity. 
Gone are the days of  people rising to fame for 
their achievements or inherent social value. 
We have now entered an era in which displays 
of  overindulgence or poor decision-making 
are lauded as newsworthy and even given their 
own TV shows.
At least as far as the Kardashian marriage is 
concerned, the wedding and split consisted of  
two adults making a spectacle of  themselves. 
On “19 Kids and Counting,” the lives of  in-
nocent children are endlessly exploited for the 
sake of  sensationalism and high ratings. The 
Duggar children are not famous for their tal-
ents or abilities, but rather for the unnatural 
circumstances of  their family l ife. The media 
has defined them through it and, because of  
this label, it is all  they can ever be.
Moreover, it  goes without saying that Dug-
gar is putting herself  and her unborn child 
at incredible risk. It l ies beyond the realm 
of  normality to be pregnant with one’s 20th 
child, and as such, it is markedly danger-
ous for the health of  both the baby and the 
mother.
The media frenzy surrounding the Duggars 
and others l ike them is a sad testament to the 
low standards of  journalism and popular in-
terest in our culture today. Duggar can have 
as many children as she desires, and Kar-
dashian can get divorced just as many times, 
but their stories have no place among the 
headlines.
The effect of  overexposed media stories 
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Employees shouldn’t 
have to worry about 
Facebook free speech
BY MICHAEL HARDCASTLE
THE ORACLE, U. SOUTH 
FLORIDA VIA UWIRE
In the age of  social 
media, students are con-
stantly warned about 
what they post on their 
Facebook page or Twitter 
account, as prospective 
employers may be read-
ing. For those who have 
jobs, it is considered bad 
form to trash talk one’s 
employer online, even on 
private pages bosses can’t 
see.
Apple, in particular, 
has become notorious for 
its zero-tolerance policy 
on negative employee 
remarks. An Apple em-
ployee in the U.K. was 
fired for “gross miscon-
duct” after talking bad 
about Apple on his private 
Facebook page.
Such actions, however 
extreme, are under-
standable on the part of  
companies who want to 
present the right public 
image. However, busi-
nesses go too far when 
they penalize employ-
ees for stating opinions 
wholly unrelated to their 
jobs.
Adrian Smith, property 
manager in England, was 
demoted and received a 40 
percent pay cut after post-
ing about gay marriage 
on his personal Facebook 
page, which only his 
friends could read.
Commenting on a 
BBC News Online story 
about plans to allow gay 
marriage ceremonies in 
British churches, Smith 
wrote, “If  the state wants 
to offer civil marriages 
to the same sex, then that 
is up to the state, but the 
state shouldn’t impose its 
rules on places of  faith 
and conscience,” accord-
ing to BBC News.
He also wrote, “The 
Bible is quite specific that 
marriage is for men and 
women.”
Smith’s comments can 
hardly be classified as 
hate speech. He was sim-
ply stating his personal 
view on an issue that has 
little to do with Trafford 
Housing Trust (THT), the 
company he works for. A 
THT spokeswoman said 
to BBC News, “Mr. Smith 
was disciplined for his 
breach of  company policy. 
The trust made no com-
ment about any personal 
beliefs that he holds.”
However, the demotion 
seems entirely motivated 
by a difference in personal 
beliefs. It is unreasonable 
for employers to expect 
all employees to hold the 
same, non-work-related 
opinions, and employees 
should not be penalized 
for voicing their opinions, 
even if  they’re not the 
most popular ones.
Here in America, where 
freedom of  speech and 
belief  should be more 
clearly established, 
a New Jersey school 
teacher grabbed national 
headlines for calling ho-
mosexuality a “sin” that 
“breeds like cancer” on 
her Facebook page last 
month, according to the 
New Jersey Star-Ledger.
While the teacher, Viki 
Knox, was writing about 
a school display in honor 
of  Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender history 
month, her comments 
were not direct criti-
cism of  the school and 
represent her personal 
religious beliefs.
The controversy begs 
the question of  whether 
freedom of  belief  or po-
litical correctness is more 
important. Some have 
labeled Knox’s comments 
as hate speech and called 
for her termination. How-
ever, her personal beliefs 
should have nothing to do 
with her ability to teach.
The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of  New Jersey 
issued a statement in 
Knox’s defense, pointing 
out her free speech rights.
While employees should 
always watch what they 
say online, they should be 
allowed to express per-
sonal opinions without 
fear of  repercussions.
BY FRANCESCA MORIZIO
THE EAGLE, AMERICAN U. VIA UWIRE
Steve Jobs’ sister recently revealed 
his final words to be “Oh wow. Oh 
wow. Oh wow.”
This sentiment caused a stir as 
everyone attempted to read into his 
final six syllables.
What was he experiencing? What 
does one see in those floating mo-
ments behind life and death? Is the 
light at the end of  the tunnel deserv-
ing of  such strong language?
Perhaps Steve Jobs, being the 
incredible showman he was, was 
well aware of  the media frenzy that 
would follow his death. He knew 
his death would be monitored as 
the iPad 2 launch was a few months 
prior, and he wanted to leave the 
world guessing.
I, somehow, have a hard time be-
lieving that.
The recently published transcript 
of  his eulogy given by his sister 
Mona Simpson illuminates the man 
behind the acid washed jeans, black 
mock turtlenecks and his habit of  
pulling technology out of  mailing 
envelopes.
Though he built up a company 
whose stock is about as success-
ful as one can be, Steve Jobs tried 
to stay grounded. Despite his 
astronomical fame, the words of  his 
sister portray him deeper than the 
man who graced the cover of  TIME 
eight times.
But back to the “Oh wow.”
Why do we care? Why are we so 
interested in final words?
Final words are distinctly different 
from what graces someone epitaph. 
Unless our will is explicit, usually 
someone else writes those final 
words that the world remembers 
you by, inscribed on grey marble 
until that too crumbles. Final words 
come from directly the deceased 
persons themselves.
The afterlife, death, the mortality 
of  human existence. Humans are ob-
sessed with death, whether we like 
it or not. But words offer an escape 
from the finality of  the end. Beauty 
will fail, your hair will thin but 
words live on forever.
Shakespeare knew words could 
live longer than he ever could. The 
Bard has been dead for almost 400 
years but most high school gradu-
ates will have read something he 
penned. He’s part of  our collective 
memory.
Just look at Sonnet 18. The final 
couple reads “So long as men can 
breathe or eyes can see, / So long 
lives this and this gives life to thee.”
It could be read as beauty always 
being present in the youth, but upon 
a close reading we realize that these 
final two lines are about the poem 
itself.
As long as men can see the print or 
someone is able to recite the poem, 
the sonnet is alive and well.
Words are what give humans im-
mortality; our novels live forever 
in the Library of  Congress and our 
blog posts will forever haunt the in-
tern on servers hidden away in dark 
basements.
Final words are that last part of  a 
person we can hold on to, that last 
part of  themselves that they created.
Words we speak aren’t some 
projection someone else puts on an-
other individual. Anything we say is 
incredibly personal and our words 
are as much a part of  us as anything 
else we create.
“Think different,” Apple’s trade-
mark slogan, is just as important to 
us as our iPods. But the finality of  
Jobs’ last six words is what will stay 
with us.
We lost an amazing innovator last 
month, a man who truly changed the 
way we talk about technology and 
integrate it into our lives.
His legacy is a great one, but he 
left us with a new view on the end 
of  our lives: “Oh wow. Oh wow. Oh 
wow.”
The great finality of Steve Job’s last words
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“It takes a great deal 
of  courage to stand up 
to your enemies, but 
even more to stand up 
to your friends.”
- J.K. Rowling,
Author
allowed it to take off like it did,” 
Tannenbaum said. 
“The mark of a really good 
children’s book is made when 
it’s not dumbed down,” Treftz 
said. “It shouldn’t treat kids like 
they’re fragile or that they can’t 
handle the real world.”
In 2007 it was announced that 
Universal Studios would be con-
structing a theme park based on 
the popular series. On June 18, 
2009, The Wizarding World of  
Harry Potter opened its doors 
at Islands of Adventure in Uni-
versal Studios in Orlando, Fla.
“We will pass these books 
on to our children so they too 
can enjoy this amazing wizard-
ing world,” Ariyan said. “If  
someone would just take the 
time to sit down and read — at 
least Harry Potter — then they 
would realize just how amazing 
their imagination can be with 
reading.”
Although all major releases 
for the series have ended, fans 
can still look forward to Pot-
termore, an interactive reading 
experience developed by Rowl-
ing and a Warner Bros. studio 
tour in London, England, open-
ing spring 2012.
Rachel Ford can be con-
tacted at ford80@live.
marshall.edu. 
some things in life are worth 
dying for. 
Throughout those moments 
when you’ve your those trusty 
books and movies a rest, I hope 
we can all remember to take a 
piece of these characters with 
us. That is what will keep the 
story alive. The magic that J.K. 
Rowling brought to our gener-
ation isn’t just about charms 
and potions, the real magic is 
hidden in between the spells. 
Throughout those moments 
when you’ve given those 
trusty books and movies a 
rest, I hope we can all remem-
ber to take a piece of  these 
characters with us. That is 
what will keep this story alive. 
The magic that J.K. Rowling 
brought to our generation 
isn’t just about charms and 
potions, the real magic is hid-
den in between the spells.
Crystal Myers can be 
contacted at myers132@
marshall.edu.
5
C  M  Y  K   50 INCH
Thursday, November 10, 2011
marshallparthenon.com
CL111011
CLASSIFIED                    
CLASSIFIED          
2 x 8.0
The bands that played at 
the concert were Silence the 
Ocean, Gage, Time and Dis-
tance, Shelby Merry, The 
Disappearing Man, and Sly 
Roosevelt. 
“We had a variety of  
bands this year,” Hat-
field said. “We had a band 
that plays heavy metal to 
another band that plays 
anything from country to 
pop to rock. We had some-
thing for everyone.” 
Sigma Sigma Sigma’s 
philanthropy is called The 
Foundation, or once known 
as the Robbie Paige Memo-
rial Fund. 
“It is to raise play therapy 
for terminally ill children,” 
Hatfield said. “We are the 
only sorority in the nation 
that has our own philan-
thropy, and I think that is 
something that makes us 
unique.”
Daniel said the money 
from The Foundation goes 
to hospitals in Texas and 
North Carolina to build 
playrooms, and buy toys for 
sick children.
Rockin’ for Robbie is just 
one of  many events the so-
rority has to raise funds for 
terminally ill children.
“We also have chili fest 
and other individual events 
to raise money,” Hatfield 
said. “We do a lot of  work 
outside our actual philan-
thropy for ill children.” 
Hatfield said last year the 
sorority raised money for 
the children’s wing at Ca-
bell Huntington hospital.
The concert was held in 
the Memorial Student Cen-
ter room Be5. It began at 6 
p.m. and ended at 10 p.m. 
Students were given the 
opportunity to meet the 
bands and buy band mer-
chandise after the show. 
Daniel said she thought 
the event was good, and that 
a lot of  tickets were sold 
and lot of  people showed 
up. 
 “We had local bands 
playing and it was just a fun 
way to get their names out 
there,” Michelle Postlewait, 
member of  Sigma Sigma 
Sigma, said. “Also, we were 
raising money for a good 
cause.” 
Kelly Starkey can be 
contacted at starkey27@
marshall.edu. 
to provide strategic pro-
grams and opportunities 
for EPSCoR participants 
that stimulate sustain-
able improvements in the 
“R” & “D” capacity and 
competitiveness.
In addition to bringing in 
money for the university, 
the project also brings in 
an amount of  respect and 
notability.
“The first thing that I 
think about is the benefit 
to students,” said Nicola 
Orsini, chair of  the phys-
ics department. “When we 
get students who major in 
physics, then we want to 
provide that student with 
an opportunity to do some 
research with faculty that 
have money and grants to 
research with.”
Wilson said he plans 
on having several 
undergraduates help out 
with the research.
Perhaps what is most im-
pressive is not that Wilson 
won the award, but that the 
majority of  the equipment 
that will be used was made 
by Wilson.
“Our acoustic source 
of  phonons is sort of  like 
a single frequency, so it’s 
monochromatic, like a laser 
light is monochromatic, but 
these are acoustic pulses, 
and the wavelengths of  the 
acoustic waves are com-
parable to the defect sizes, 
so they will scatter nicely 
off  of  the defects,” Wil-
son said. “So if  we look at 
the amount of  transmitted 
acoustic energy that gets 
through the defects, it’ll be 
smaller than if  there were 
no defects present.”
While this is not the first 
time he has won a research 
grant, Wilson said it was 
still pretty special. 
“I was elated,” Wilson 
said. “I found out about 
it July 3, and I was leaving 
to go up north to camping 
with my family that day, so 
it was pretty good timing. 
I could head out and know 
that I had some funding for 
the next three years.”
In the 17 years that Wil-
son has been at Marshall, he 
has received over $2 million 
worth of  research grants. 
Tyler Kes can be con-
tacted  at kes@marshall.
edu.
Parsons said the perfor-
mance brought a unique 
opportunity to the music stu-
dents by seeing their peers 
perform with a professional 
musician and being involved 
themselves. “As a student, I 
remember playing with the 
guest artist, and I feel like that 
opportunity really made the 
biggest impact on me as a mu-
sical artist,” Parsons said. 
Parsons said he chose Wat-
ters for his musical talent, 
teaching ability and also be-
cause he was somewhat of a 
regional artist, hailing from 
the Washington, D.C. area.
Parsons said he has tried 
to choose different jazz art-
ists who are both brilliant 
performers and great teach-
ers, like Watters, for the 
Jomie Jazz visiting artist 
performances. 
“I like to try to identify per-
formers that our students can 
develop relationships with so 
that when they are looking at 
graduate schools, these might 
be possible teachers they 
want to study with.” Parsons 
said.
Parsons said that senior jazz 
studies and music education 
major, Austin Seybert, had 
been taking lessons with Wat-
ters for the past year. Watters 
will be performing at Seybert’s 
senior jazz trombone recital at 
8 p.m. Thursday in the Jomie 
Jazz Forum. 
Rachel Hunter can be 
contacted at hunter79@
marshall.edu.
Michael Warden, sophomore 
secondary education major, 
said that the fraternity chose 
to benefit the Huntington 
City Mission because it is a 
local organization that helps 
people living in the Hunting-
ton community. 
“A bunch of us are from 
Huntington and we are all 
familiar with the city mis-
sion,” said Warden. “Those 
of us from here can say that 
we are giving back to our own 
community. Supporting a lo-
cal organization also helps to 
acclimate our brothers who 
are not from here.”
Warden said that the experi-
ence is also a way for the new 
members and the active mem-
bers of the fraternity to bond. 
The fraternity is enjoying 
the experience and getting 
creative with the cardboard 
structure. Boxes were donated 
by various local businesses 
and members have made ad-
ditions to the structure each 
day. Warden said that the shel-
ter has grown to four rooms.
“It is a very big card-
board box,” Frobel said. “It’s 
beautiful.”
Eden Adkins can be con-
tacted at adkins778@
CONCERT
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BY DWIGHT JORGE
THE PARTHENON
The Lewis College of  
Business, Delta Sigma Pi 
Co-ed Professional Busi-
ness Fraternity, will be 
hosting a nonprofit fair 
Thursday.
“One of  the events we 
wanted to put on was 
internship fair,” said Van-
essa Leithoff, Delta Sigma 
Pi’s vice president of  
chapter operations, pro-
fessional activities and 
alumni relations. “When 
we were starting to plan 
for it, we found a lot of  
nonprofit organizations, 
who really need volunteer 
workers and have intern-
ships available that people 
don’t know about.” 
The fair will be from 
10 a.m. through 3 p.m. 
Thursday  at the Memo-
rial Student Center lobby. 
This event is organized 
to give nonprofits an op-
portunity to offer students 
volunteer hours, intern-
ships, part time jobs and 
more. 
“Our goal is mostly for 
both (nonprofits and stu-
dents) to get something 
out of  it,” Leithoff  said.
Approximately 14 non-
profit organizations will 
be represented in the fair, 
which include Contact of  
Huntington, Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters of  the Tri-
State, Dress for Success 
River Cities, American 
Red Cross and more.
“It’s a good opportu-
nity for students who are 
trying to get some com-
munity service, and I 
know it looks really good 
to have an internship for 
a nonprofit organization,” 
Leithoff  said.
Dwight C. Jorge can be 
contacted at Jorge@mar-
shall.edu.
Nonprofit 
fair set 
for today
NEWS
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BY REBECCA J. MAZUR
HARVARD CRIMSON, HARVARD 
U. VIA UWIRE
New research on inequal-
ity in education indicates 
that over the past 30 years, 
increased disparity in family 
income levels has resulted 
in unequal educational at-
tainment for students.
These findings challenge 
the prevailing assump-
tion that children in the 
United States have a better 
chance of  attaining upward 
social mobility through 
education than students 
in other industrialized na-
tions, according to Harvard 
Graduate School of  Educa-
tion Professor Richard J. 
Murnane and U. Califor-
nia, Irvine Professor Greg J. 
Duncan. The two professors 
edited “Whither Oppor-
tunity?: Rising Inequality, 
Schools and Children’s 
Life Chances,” a new book 
that explores the relation-
ship between educational 
achievement and family fi-
nancial status.
“If  a child is growing up 
poor, chances that his chil-
dren will not grow up poor 
is a great deal better if  you 
live in one of  these other 
countries,” said Murnane. 
Most Americans are not 
aware of  this “striking and 
disturbing pattern,” he 
said.
The book includes 25 
chapters by nearly 50 
different economists, soci-
ologists, and educational 
policy experts.
As the gap between the 
richest and poorest fami-
lies in America has grown, 
an increasing number of  
families are unable to enroll 
their children in enrichment 
activities, which research-
ers identified as crucial to 
a student’s success in the 
classroom.
In addition, finan-
cial burdens increase the 
stress levels in low-income 
households, which nega-
tively impacts a student’s 
educational outcomes.
“You can put together a 
story where at least some 
of  increase in the gap in test 
chores and achievement is a 
function of  what money can 
buy,” Duncan said.
According to Murnane, 
the increased segregation of  
residential areas by income 
has resulted in lower stan-
dards in teaching quality 
and higher rates of  student 
turnover throughout the 
school year.
But Duncan said that there 
is evidence that the racial 
achievement gap has been 
reduced significantly dur-
ing the same period, which 
is promising for closing the 
socioeconomic achievement 
gap in the future.
Murnane also discussed 
the importance of  parental 
involvement in children’s 
education. “Parents are 
clearly important, but we 
haven’t made very much 
progress on defining inter-
ventions that really improve 
or alter parenting, or sup-
port low-income families 
better,” Murnane said.
Murnane and Duncan 
said that they are currently 
conducting research on 
pre-kindergarten programs 
in Boston and high school 
programs in New York that 
de-emphasize the role of  
parents.
Expanding education gap linked to income inequality
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BY RACHEL FORD
THE PARTHENON
After 13 years, eight mov-
ies and seven books, the 
Harry Potter series is com-
ing to a close.
 However, it will still live 
on through fan websites, 
charities and a theme park. 
“Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2” 
will be released on DVD and 
Blu-Ray Friday. 
Harry Potter came to life 
in 1990 when author Joanne 
Rowling was on a train de-
parting from Manchester, 
United Kingdom and head-
ing to London. She said 
the idea for the story just 
“popped into her head.”
Five years later the first 
novel, “Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone,” was 
finished and sent off  to sev-
eral publishing companies. 
Eight companies rejected 
Rowling’s manuscript be-
fore Bloomsbury offered her 
$4,000 for its publication.
Before the novel was 
published, she adopted a 
gender-neutral penname 
of  “J.K.” — taking her first 
initial and her grandmother 
Kathleen’s first initial to 
form it. 
The novel was released in 
the United Kingdom on June 
30, 1997 and in the United 
States on September 1, 1998 
with the name “Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer’s Stone.”
In 2001, Warner Bros. 
Pictures made “Sorcerer’s 
Stone” into a film — star-
ring Daniel Radcliffe, Emma 
Watson and Rupert Grint.
The final film was released 
in theaters July 15, 2011. 
The final book in the se-
ries, “Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows,” was 
released July 21, 2007. The 
book sold over 15 mil-
lion copies in the first 24 
hours of  release — break-
ing records and becoming 
the fastest-selling book to 
date.
The series has been 
translated into 67 lan-
guages and has gained 
millions of  fans 
worldwide, many of  
whom grew up with 
the series.
“It created a 
world that I will 
always love,” 
said Kayla 
Ariyan, sopho-
more music 
education 
major from 
South Point, 
Ohio. “It 
has given me 
relationships with people 
who also love Harry Potter 
and the greatest friends I 
could ask for who share the 
same interests as myself,” 
Ariyan said. 
The book series has 
earned the film industry 
more than $7 billion, while 
in the box office. 
“Harry Potter 
has made a huge 
impact in rela-
tion to how 
people 
see 
chil-
dren’s books as potential 
money makers,” said Jill 
Treftz, assistant professor 
of  English at Marshall. 
Treftz teaches an hon-
ors course called “The 
Phenomenon of  Harry Pot-
ter,” where students re-read 
and analyze each book to 
discuss the social impact the 
series has had. 
In 1999, then 12-year-old 
Emerson Spartz from In-
diana, created a Potter fan 
website out of  boredom. 
He called the website Mug-
glenet, and today it is one of  
the biggest Harry Potter fan 
websites in the world.
“I actually got into the 
series after seeing the first 
few films,” said Micah Tan-
nenbaum, senior managing 
editor of  Mugglenet. “The 
series has provided me with 
a lot of  opportunities I oth-
erwise wouldn’t have had.” 
Tannenbaum has 
worked for the website 
since July 2005. 
“I’ve made lifelong 
friends from working 
at Mugglenet, and I’ve 
gotten to travel across 
the country and to the 
U.K. just 
because 
we de-
cided to 
start a 
pod-
cast,” Tannenbaum said. 
“I think the series in itself  
is unique because it came 
about at the right time,” 
Tannenbaum said. “The 
digital age allowed people 
in this fan community to 
connect with each other. It’s 
gotten people more active 
in the sense of  writing with 
all the fan-fiction that’s been 
written about the series.”
The fifth book in the series, 
“Harry Potter and the Order 
of  the Phoenix,” introduced 
“Dumbledore’s Army,” a 
group of  students trying to 
defeat Lord Voldemort and 
to make the wizarding world 
a better place. 
The Harry Potter Alliance, 
founded in June 2005 was 
inspired by Dumbledore’s 
Army.
The HP Alliance is a 
nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to activism based on 
lessons learned in the Harry 
Potter novels. 
“We use parallels from 
the books to explain issues 
like human rights and global 
warming,” said Taekia 
Blackwell, campaign di-
rector of  the Harry Potter 
alliance. “It’s a fun and in-
teresting way to get involved 
with different issues.”
There are 60 chapters of  
the organization worldwide. 
Thanks to the Pot-
ter series, many fans 
learned the 
value of  imagination.
“We are the Harry Pot-
ter generation, and we will 
not let the phenomenon 
die,” said Scott Nibert, 
sophomore music education 
major from Point Pleasant, 
W.Va. “We will pass this se-
ries on to our kids — or at 
least, I will.”
Nibert said he believes the 
series gained such publicity 
because it taught people to 
believe in friendship, love, 
adventure and magic. 
“There are all kinds of  
different things and charac-
ters in the books that people 
can relate to,” Tannenbaum 
said. 
Tannenbaum said he 
believes part of  the rea-
son why the series got so 
popular was because of  
the well-developed plot 
and characters.
“There is something 
unique about it that 
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I, like many others, grew 
up beside Harry, Ron and 
Hermione. In fact, I never 
really thought the moment 
would come when there 
would be no more adventures 
to look forward to. But with 
the final DVD release, ends 
a worldwide phenomenon. 
Luckily, these are moments 
our generation can pass down 
and hold on to forever, be-
cause the magic doesn’t have 
to disappear with the books 
and movies.
So while fighting the urge 
to curl up in the fetal posi-
tion and cuddle my books, 
I’d like to take a moment 
to reflect on the characters: 
The ones I wish I could 
marry, the ones I’d love 
to befriend and the ones I 
couldn’t help but cast a stu-
pefy curse on if  they crossed 
my path. “Harry Potter” is 
more than a story — it’s a 
book full of  lessons.  
Hermione Granger 
showed me how to be strong, 
smart and independent. She 
taught me that it’s okay to 
use your brain when every-
one else insists on using a 
wand. 
Ron Weasley showed me 
the meaning of  loyalty and 
friendship. Observing his 
charm, wit, honesty and sin-
cerity help him overcome all 
obstacles; Ron proves that 
nothing can stand in the way 
of  your hopes and dreams 
as long as you believe in 
yourself.
Luna Lovegood taught me 
to embrace my own eccen-
tricities and not to worry 
about what others think. 
She marches to the beat of  
her own drum, but that is 
exactly what makes her so 
very endearing. She’s also 
the poster child for imagina-
tion — something we could 
all exercise a little more. 
Neville Longbottom 
showed me bravery and 
courage. He proved that it is 
okay to be afraid as long as 
you don’t let it stop you from 
facing your fears. He stood 
up for what he believed in, 
and when everyone was 
ready to throw in the towel, 
he fought harder. 
Draco Malfoy showed me 
that even when all odds are 
against you, when you’re 
trapped in the darkest of  
situations, you don’t have to 
give in. Even if  it’s silently, 
always stand your ground. 
He proves that not all antag-
onists have to be evil.
Severus Snape portrayed 
the true power of  love. Too 
often is love underestimated 
and undervalued. 
Rebeus Hagrid proves 
that judging any book by its 
cover is foolish. Any dragon, 
elf  of  giant can possess the 
most genuine personality. 
Everyone should be given 
the chance to shine.  
Dumbledore — well, he 
taught me more than what 
can be observed in just a few 
sentences —  he proved that 
our choices are what shape 
us, that material posses-
sions are worthless in the 
grand scheme of  life, and 
that having your priorities 
straight can be extremely 
helpful. 
However, the most im-
portant lesson I took away 
from my favorite bearded 
headmaster is that above all, 
there are scarier things than 
death. And living a life in 
fear of  death is one of  those 
things.
And last, but never least, 
Harry. Harry Potter, the boy 
who lived, taught me that 
“ I remember just really feeling exactly how Hermione would 
be feeling  — sort of like, “Wow, it’s all coming to an end.”
       - Emma WatsonPOTTER
